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Giract’s “Business 
review of Deoiled 
and Fractionated 

Lecithin markets” is 
the right study for 

you 



GIRACT                            Lecithin - Sources 
Geneva, Switzerland       

Lecithin 

We have long debated and 
are still debating the rise of 
Sunflower and rapeseed 
lecithin.   
V.Krishnakumar,  Giract Soy lecithin is low cost. There  

is no replacement for soy 
lecithin.  User, Supplements 

Cost and versatility remain the key demand drivers for soy lecithin while 
GM is a consistent challenge. Do sunflower and rapeseed lecithin have 

the ability to remove the GM issue as a challenge? 

3 © Giract 2017 www.giract.com MULTICLIENT STUDY – Global Lecithin Business Review - 2016 



GIRACT                    Lecithin - applications 
Geneva, Switzerland       

Lecithin 

DMG/MDG 

Esters 

New gen  

Emulsifiers 
A combination of emulsifiers usually 
works better than lecithin alone. 
User, animal feed 

Techno-commercial complexities in 
choice of ingredients is therefore 
obvious and it would make sense for 
all manufacturers of lecithin to 
understand this dynamic.  
V. Krishnakumar, Giract 

There is enormous competition from other emulsifiers, especially cheap 
synthetic ones from SE Asia. How does lecithin compete with these? 
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Lecithin in its various forms and value added 

versions are used in a range of food, feed and 

industrial products. Supply is abundant and the 

relative cost effectiveness of using lecithin makes 

it a popular emulsifier in many sectors. Increase 

in soy cultivation and processing in various parts 

of the world contributes to the abundance of 

supply. Differences in application sectors exist in 

various parts of the world. 

GIRACT                                 Introduction 
Geneva, Switzerland       

5 © Giract 2017 www.giract.com MULTICLIENT STUDY – Global Lecithin Business Review - 2016 

Competition from cheaper palm based synthetic emulsifiers is intense, but lecithin is holding its ground. 

Some issues surrounding GM source exist, and new sources like sunflower and rape are offering 

competition to soy lecithin in specific applications. The type (semi-refined versus fully refined) and grade 

of lecithin used in food is often different in developing countries. 

Giract has already published successful market studies covering the various food-approved emulsifiers in 

1996, 2001, 2006, 2012 and more recently examined lecithin markets in 2014; the current project follows 

the most up-to-date information on the dynamic lecithin sector. This consultancy will provide production, 

trade, prices and availability estimates for the individual regions. 



GIRACT                          Objectives of this study 
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Food (bakery, chocolate, margarine, 
supplements, etc.), Feed, Non-food 

(pharma, detergents, cosmetics) 
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To provide current overview of supply by region for deoiled lecithin and 
fractions 

To quantify current production volume & value by respective 
countries/regions 

To analyse the producers, their strategies, extent of vertical 
integration, estimated production, product mix and market share 
(where available) 

Understand pricing and trends in pricing. To split demand by major 
demand sector and product type 

Identify and analyse demand dynamics through focussed interviews with 
end-user companies across sectors in the USA and EU28 

© Giract 2017 www.giract.com MULTICLIENT STUDY – Global Lecithin Business Review - 2016 

The main objective is to provide a full picture of lecithin supply and demand in specific 
markets. This can be divided into the following sub-objectives: 



This unique study examines deoiled and fractioned lecithin in-depth supply & demand across EU28, USA and India 

GIRACT                       Subscription options 
Geneva, Switzerland       

STUDY HIGHLIGHT 

 

•Lecithin - Deoiled, where possible differentiated 
by source (soy, sunflower, rapeseed), and fractions 
– phosphatidyl choline, phosphatidyl serine, 
phosphatidyl inositol and others 

 

•EU28, USA, India 

•Food (bakery, chocolate, margarine, supplements, 
etc.) 

•Feed 

•Non-food (pharma, detergents, cosmetics) 

SCOPE 

Products 

Geography 

Markets/ 

End-Sectors 

Timescale 

Programme 
 

Following an initial 

review of Giract  

in-house data, 

interviews with selected 

key players (producers, 

traders, end-users) have 

been carried out in 

order to derive real 

understanding of the 

market forces 
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Current: 

2015/16 
Forecast: 2020 
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WHAT DO YOU GET? 

1. Electronic Copy 

of report in 

searchable PDF 

format 

2. One Printed 

Copy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Report published 

in February 2017 
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GIRACT                             Giract Competence 
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Recent relevant work in the multiclient field includes: 

Report title Geographic scope Published on 

Food-approved Emulsifiers Global 
1996, 2001, 2006, 

2012 and 2014 

China Emulsifier Supplier Directory Global 2005 

In addition,  several individual studies have examined both emulsifiers and the end-product sectors. 
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GIRACT                               Contact Us 
Geneva, Switzerland       

For more info, contact 

 
V. Krishnakumar, 

GIRACT 
24,  Pré-Colomb  

1290 Versoix/Geneva 
Switzerland 

Tel: + 41 22 779 0500 

Email: info@giract.com;  Web: www.giract.com 
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